
LESSON | Lesson plan: A Christian Worldview: God’s Truth for All of Life

God makes himself known
Lesson overview

Lead learners from noticing creation to listening to God’s word and asking for His cleansing. Four teaching
displays follow the passage’s argument. In an evidence walk, groups contribute claims supported by the
passage, then explain why the psalm ends with a prayer for cleansing.

Before the class

Read Teacher preparation, then rehearse this guide with your selected resources.

Choose, then print. Select one illustration and either activity A or its replacement B. Print single-sided
A4 portrait at actual size. Print Printable Resources, pages 1–4 and 8, once for the teacher. Add page 7 if
choosing illustration A. For activity A, also print teacher pages 5–6 once.

Passage

Psalm 19:1–14; Hebrews 1:1–3 supports the Gospel connection.

Focus statement

God makes himself known through his creation and his trustworthy word, so we should listen to
him and seek his cleansing.

Age-focused objective

Distinguish creation’s witness from God’s instruction, give a reason from the passage and
explain why its hearer needs cleansing. Learners may speak or point; a further question invites
deeper reasoning.

Memory verse

The instruction of the Lord is perfect,
renewing one’s life;
the testimony of the Lord is trustworthy,
making the inexperienced wise.

Psalm 19:7, CSB
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Student copies. For activity A, print Student Pages, page 2 only in the quantity needed for two cards per
group of three or four; each sheet supplies six cards. Page 1 is optional lined notes: print one per learner
who wants it, kept separately from shared activity work. Activity B needs no activity copies; the optional
notes page remains available.

Have ready. Cut two claim cards per group and set out the two station displays. Have a pen for each
group; displays may pass between seated groups. For illustration B, have a pencil and the short fictional
giver’s note supplied below. Keep a spare blank sheet for any covered words or later reveal, and a Bible or
the supplied readings available. Learners may speak, point or dictate; personal notes need not be handed in.

How the lesson unfolds

Begin with what learners can notice in the sky. Then follow the psalm from creation’s witness to God’s
instruction and the prayer that instruction awakens. The aim is to help learners listen to God and see why
they need His cleansing.

Transition

Welcome the class and pray briefly for help to listen to God and receive His truth.

Show Printable Resources, page 1, Creation declares its Maker. Cover the words below the landscape
initially. Invite the class to think about a sky they have seen: perhaps a clear night or the light before a
storm. The picture gives everyone a shared starting point; no travel experience or photograph is needed.

Creation declares its Maker

Psalm 19:1–6 identifies whose glory the heavens declare. Establish what creation tells us about
God, then recognise the questions it cannot answer: we need to hear His words.

God’s word gives needed light

Verses 7–11 describe instruction that gives wisdom, joy and warning. Move from noticing God’s
world to receiving His trustworthy teaching; its warnings prepare us for the psalmist’s response.

We need cleansing and acceptable words

In verses 12–14 the hearer asks God to cleanse and keep him. Bring this need to Hebrews 1:1–3
and the Son who reveals God and deals with sin through His saving work.

Explain and apply the passage

Choose the main reinforcement or its replacement: evidence walk or retrieval with feedback.
Bring the explanation back to the passage and its fitting response.

Remember, respond and pray

Return to Psalm 19:7 and check why God’s testimony gives wisdom. Leave space to ask for His
cleansing and help, with quiet participation welcome.
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Ask

Two people can look at the same sky and draw different conclusions about God. What can they
observe together, and what question remains?

Listen for

They can observe light, clouds, stars or the changing sky. Its Maker, meaning and what we owe
Him call for more than naming what is visible. Hear a tentative answer without making a
learner defend a personal belief.

If needed

Let a learner point to something visible. Supply the next question: “Whose world are we looking
at?” We will hear the psalm’s answer.

SAY (SUGGESTED WORDING)

We share a world, but we do not always agree about what it tells us. Psalm 19 invites us to listen to
its testimony. A psalm is a song or prayer in the Bible. David begins with the heavens and ends
with the thoughts of his own heart. Follow that movement today: what does God make known,
and what difference should it make to the person hearing?
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Lesson

1. Creation declares its Maker

Read Psalm 19:1–6. Explain expanse as the wide sky. Ask learners to listen for whom the heavens tell us
about.

READ ALOUD

1  The heavens declare the glory of God,
and the expanse proclaims the work of his hands.

2  Day after day they pour out speech;
night after night they communicate knowledge.

3  There is no speech; there are no words;
their voice is not heard.

4  Their message has gone out to the whole earth,
and their words to the ends of the world.
In the heavens he has pitched a tent for the sun.

5  It is like a bridegroom coming from his home;
it rejoices like an athlete running a course.

6  It rises from one end of the heavens
and circles to their other end;
nothing is hidden from its heat.

Psalm 19:1–6, CSB

Ask

“Whose glory do the heavens declare? How often does this witness continue?”

Listen for

God’s glory. Day after day and night after night: His creation continually bears witness to its
Maker.

If needed

Return to verses 1–2 and supply the start: “The heavens declare the glory of …”
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SAY (SUGGESTED WORDING)

God’s glory is His greatness and worth. The sky does not speak with a voice like ours, but God’s
creation bears witness to Him. The sun is part of His world, not a god to worship. Its joyful race is
a poetic comparison. We should thank the Maker. But the sky alone does not tell us Jesus’ name
or how sinners are forgiven. We need to hear what God has said.

Invite everyone to point back to the sky display and say one thing the passage lets us affirm about its Maker.
Accept a partner’s shared answer.

2. God’s word gives needed light

Show Printable Resources, page 2, God’s word gives wisdom. The picture represents a Bible today; David
was praising the Lord’s instruction available in his time. Read Psalm 19:7–11. Explain that testimony means
a trustworthy witness, and precepts and ordinances describe God’s directions and judgements.

READ ALOUD

7  The instruction of the Lord is perfect,
renewing one’s life;
the testimony of the Lord is trustworthy,
making the inexperienced wise.

8  The precepts of the Lord are right,
making the heart glad;
the command of the Lord is radiant,
making the eyes light up.

9  The fear of the Lord is pure,
enduring forever;
the ordinances of the Lord are reliable
and altogether righteous.

10  They are more desirable than gold—
than an abundance of pure gold;
and sweeter than honey
dripping from a honeycomb.

11  In addition, your servant is warned by them,
and in keeping them there is an abundant reward.

Psalm 19:7–11, CSB
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Ask

“What does God’s trustworthy testimony do for someone who is inexperienced?”

Listen for

It makes that person wise. Someone who still has much to learn can receive wisdom from God.

If needed

Point to verse 7 and ask learners to complete, “Making the inexperienced …” Then explain that
inexperienced means still learning.

SAY (SUGGESTED WORDING)

God’s words teach us how to see and live truthfully. They are valuable, good and trustworthy.
Their warnings help us recognise danger. Wisdom is more than knowing facts: it includes
receiving God’s correction. This does not promise high marks or a life without sadness. We can
trust His instruction even when learning is hard. Now the psalm shows what happens when that
good instruction addresses the speaker himself.

3. We need cleansing and acceptable words

Show Printable Resources, page 3, We need cleansing. Read Psalm 19:12–14. Explain willful as knowingly
choosing what is wrong and meditation as what the heart dwells on. No one needs to share a personal fault.

READ ALOUD

12  Who perceives his unintentional sins?
Cleanse me from my hidden faults.

13  Moreover, keep your servant from willful sins;
do not let them rule me.
Then I will be blameless
and cleansed from blatant rebellion.

14  May the words of my mouth
and the meditation of my heart
be acceptable to you,
Lord, my rock and my Redeemer.

Psalm 19:12–14, CSB
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Ask

“What does the speaker ask God to do? What does he call God at the end?”

Listen for

Cleanse hidden faults, keep him from deliberate sin and receive his words and thoughts. God is
his rock and Redeemer: dependable refuge and rescuing Lord.

If needed

Point to “Cleanse me” in verse 12, then to “my rock and my Redeemer” in verse 14.

SAY (SUGGESTED WORDING)

The speaker does not say, “I know God’s instructions, so I must be good enough.” He needs
cleansing and help. We do too. God knows faults we miss as well as wrong we knowingly choose.
We can bring our need to Him. Later in the Bible we hear how His Son reveals Him and cleanses
sinners.

Show Printable Resources, page 4, The Son reveals God and cleanses sinners. Read Hebrews 1:1–3 as the
later biblical testimony. Explain purification as cleansing from sin. Trace the two panels as you explain
what the Son reveals and what He has done.

READ ALOUD

1  Long ago God spoke to our ancestors by the prophets at different times and in different ways.

2  In these last days, he has spoken to us by his Son. God has appointed him heir of all things and
made the universe through him.

3  The Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact expression of his nature, sustaining all
things by his powerful word. After making purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of
the Majesty on high.

Hebrews 1:1–3, CSB

SAY (SUGGESTED WORDING)

Jesus is God’s Son, fully God and truly human. Hebrews tells us that He reveals God, made the
universe and made purification for sins. Hebrews later explains that He offered Himself as the
sacrifice for sins. He willingly died for us and rose bodily from the dead, as the apostolic Gospel
tells us. We receive forgiveness by turning from sin and trusting Him; we cannot earn it by doing
this lesson well. His grace gives us reason to listen, receive correction and speak truthfully.
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Point back through the four displays: creation bears witness; God’s word instructs; the hearer asks for
cleansing; the Son reveals God and deals with sin. Say, “Let us now test what we can responsibly claim from
what we have read.”

Choose one illustration. Use this in place of an additional example while drawing the teaching together.
Let the passage govern what the comparison can establish.

Illustration A: A world that speaks

Show Printable Resources, page 7. Return to the imagined landscape from the opening. This time ask
learners to distinguish what it can tell us from what they learned only through the words of Scripture:
“Could this sky tell us Jesus’ name or how He cleanses sinners?” Hear one reason from the psalm’s
movement, then return to the passage.

Connect and limit: Psalm 19:1–6 says creation declares God’s glory; verses 7–14 bring the hearer to
instruction and cleansing. The picture helps us notice the distinction; an invented landscape supplies no
proof about a particular place.

Illustration B: A label and a letter

Hold up a pencil, then read this fictional note: “From Sam to the study group: please use this pencil to
record the questions we want to discuss together.” Ask what the pencil alone could tell us and what the
words add about its giver and intended use. The note is an invented classroom example; no learner needs to
read aloud.

Connect and limit: This limited comparison helps distinguish real witness from fuller communication.
Creation is not an anonymous object and Scripture is not merely a private message: Psalm 19 itself
establishes the distinction.

Application

Choose one of the following approaches. The replacement uses the same passage and conclusion; do not run
both.

Option A: An evidence walk

Move into groups of three or four. Half begin at the Creation station on Printable Resources, page 5 and
half at God’s instruction on Printable Resources, page 6. Give each group two blank claim cards and a pen.
Keep Scripture open; read the station prompts aloud. If there are only a few learners, work as one group
and visit the stations together.

Make a claim. Find its evidence.

At the first station, agree on one short claim in your own words. Find the verse or phrase that supports it.
One member writes or takes dictation on a card; another points to the evidence and another checks whether
it actually supports the claim. Learners can share roles and no one has to read aloud. Leave the card beside
that station’s display.
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Explain the task without supplying its answer: “A claim says what you think this passage teaches. Evidence
shows us why we should accept it. Point to the part that supports your idea; a verse number on its own is
not an explanation.” Help a group read its passage before offering a conclusion.

Swap stations and examine a claim

Signal everyone to move to the other station, or pass the displays and cards between seated groups. Read a
card left by another group. Does the passage support it? Discuss a reason, then use your second card to
contribute a different supported claim, add evidence to the earlier claim or suggest a more accurate
wording. The group must explain its choice from the passage. If there is only one group, revisit your own
first claim after completing both stations.

At Creation, let learners distinguish a real witness to the Maker from knowledge the sky does not supply. At
God’s instruction, look for a stated benefit or warning, with a reason to trust the Lord’s words. A group may
point while you read its chosen phrase. Invite further thought from learners who are ready: “What does the
psalm value more than gold, and why might we resist that judgement?”

Bring the evidence to the final prayer

Bring everyone together around the two displays and their contributed cards. Hear one claim and its
evidence from each station, inviting one reasoned addition or correction. Keep the exchange brief enough to
protect memory work and prayer. Check misunderstandings against the passage rather than choosing a
winning group.

Ask

“If creation declares God’s glory and His instruction is good, why does the psalm finish with
‘Cleanse me’ rather than ‘I know enough now’?”

Listen for

The hearer still has hidden faults and willful sins. God’s good instruction exposes his need; he
depends on God for cleansing and help. Knowing truth is not the same as being sinless.

If needed

Return to Psalm 19:12–14 and ask who is being asked to act. Point to the third teaching display
and let learners name or indicate one request.

Point to teaching display 4. Ask, “Which testimony tells us about the Son who cleanses sinners?” Receive
the connection to Hebrews 1:1–3, then recall His death and resurrection. Close: “The sky really bears
witness to God. His word gives the truth we need. We need more than information: we need His cleansing,
given through Christ.” Collect pens and spare cards; keep the class’s evidence display for a brief recap next
time.

Option B: Recall, reopen, strengthen

Keep the two teaching pictures visible. Give quiet thinking time to recall one truth from the sky section and
one from the instruction section. Learners may say, sketch or point. Reopen Psalm 19 and choose a phrase
that strengthens each explanation. Ask why the last movement asks for cleansing.
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Draw it together: Look for a real witness to the Maker, the fuller instruction of His word, and the hearer’s
continuing need of mercy. If the class treats knowledge as innocence, return to verses 12–14. Finish by
joining this need to Christ’s cleansing in Hebrews 1:1–3.

Close

Remember the verse and check understanding

Show Printable Resources, page 8. Read the complete verse once, then invite the class to echo each of its
four printed phrases: “The instruction of the Lord is perfect”; “renewing one’s life”; “the testimony of the
Lord is trustworthy”; “making the inexperienced wise.” Say “Psalm 19:7” together. Let learners keep looking
at the poster; supported recall is welcome.

MEMORY VERSE

7  The instruction of the Lord is perfect,
renewing one’s life;
the testimony of the Lord is trustworthy,
making the inexperienced wise.

Psalm 19:7, CSB

Cover only “making the inexperienced wise”, with a blank sheet, and invite learners to supply it together;
uncover and read again if needed. No one must recite alone.

Ask

“What does God’s testimony give someone who is still learning? Why does the psalm end with a
prayer?”

Listen for

Wisdom. God’s good instruction addresses sinful people who need cleansing and help; knowing
words is not the same as being sinless.

If needed

Return to “wise” on the poster, then “Cleanse me” in Psalm 19:12. Give a quiet learner the option
to point.

Respond and pray

Student page 1 offers optional lined notes and private reflection. Learners may listen, think, sketch or write;
nothing personal needs to be handed in.

Invite quiet reflection: “Think of one reason to thank our Creator, and one way you need to listen to His
word. You do not need to tell the class.” Allow a short silence. Remind learners that Christ’s grace welcomes
sinners who trust Him. Anyone with questions may arrange a further conversation in the church’s
supervised setting.
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Pray briefly in your own words, thanking God for making Himself known, asking for cleansing through
Christ and help to receive His truth. Invite learners to listen or join silently; do not require them to repeat a
prayer. Close by inviting them to notice the sky and revisit Psalm 19:7 during the week, without a task to
bring back.

Teacher reflection after the lesson

Record actual class time and which explanations helped. Note whether each group could contribute a claim
and show how its evidence supported it, and whether the station change worked for this class. Could
learners distinguish creation’s witness from the Gospel testimony, and explain the prayer for cleansing?
Note one connection to revisit and any supervised pastoral follow-up needed. Do not infer conversion from
confidence, correct answers or verse recall.

Scripture quotations marked CSB have been taken from the Christian Standard Bible®, Copyright © 2017 by Holman Bible Publishers. Used by
permission. Christian Standard Bible® and CSB® are federally registered trademarks of Holman Bible Publishers.
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