TEACHER PREPARATION ARTICLE | Lesson plan: A Christian Worldview: God’s Truth for All of Life

The Creator and his good world

What makes a world worth caring for? We may first think of what it gives us: food, shelter, beauty or useful
materials. Genesis begins further back, with the God from whom its existence and goodness come. Listen to
the account’s repeated verdicts, and a different way of seeing begins to emerge. The world has worth before
we have decided what we can get from it.

This lesson returns to a familiar beginning with that question in view. You do not need to turn it into
another exercise in remembering creation days. Help learners follow the Creator’s purposeful work, hear
His judgement that it is good, and understand why grateful care and worship belong together. The
distinction between loving a gift and worshipping its giver will carry through the whole unit.

Estimated reading time: 17 minutes

Scriptures: Genesis 1:1-2:3

Focus statement: God made a good world that belongs to him, so we should worship its Maker and
receive his gifts with grateful care.

What learners should understand: Explain why caring for the world differs from worshipping it, using
the account’s repeated verdict.

[I] MEMORY VERSE

7 The instruction of the LORD is perfect, renewing one’s life; the testimony of the LORD is
trustworthy, making the inexperienced wise.

Psalm 19:7, CSB

Read the beginning without rushing past its Giver

Read Genesis 1:1—2:3 as a complete account before dividing it into teaching selections. On a second reading,
notice the subject of the repeated actions. God creates, speaks, separates, names, makes, blesses and
provides. Notice also what the created things are given to do. Lights mark times; land produces vegetation;
living creatures multiply; human beings receive responsibility. The account concerns a world ordered for
life under God, rather than a list of impressive objects whose relationship to their Maker can be forgotten.

The classroom reads Genesis 1:1-5, 14—19, 26—31 and 2:1—3. You will summarise the intervening work
accurately, keeping the whole account in view while giving particular attention to the lights as created
servants and the final verdict of goodness. Read John 1:1—3 and 14 for the connection to the eternal Word
who became human. Colossians will develop that connection later in this unit, so introduce it here without
assuming prior knowledge. Revisit Psalm 19:7 as the memory verse, recalling that the Maker also gives
trustworthy instruction.

Genesis introduces the world before introducing Israel’s ancestors. The God who later calls Abraham is the
Creator of the whole earth. His authority is not limited to one family, territory or people. This matters for
the rest of the Bible: His promises concern the recovery of people who already owe Him their lives, and His
saving purpose reaches the nations. We do not begin with a small tribal deity and gradually invent a
universal one. The opening identifies the Lord of everything that follows.
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God made a good world that belongs to him, so we should worship its Maker and receive his
gifts with grateful care. The opening identifies the One who brings creation into being. The repeated
work and verdicts reveal His purposeful goodness. The completed work and seventh-day blessing bring the
account to its intended rest. Together they give reasons to worship the Maker and receive His world
responsibly.

Paul’s encounter in Athens has just challenged the idea that God depends on human hands. We now return
to Genesis to ask how a world made by Him should be valued and used. The next two lessons consider
human dignity and the historical fall; they will supply the essential garden setting without a separate lesson
on every scene. Let today’s argument do its own work: the world belongs to a good Creator, so neither
neglect nor worship of creation is a fitting response.

Trace the order, goodness and completion

1. The world receives its existence — Genesis 1:1—5

The Bible’s opening sentence gives us God before it gives us a human observer. The heavens and earth
belong to what He creates; He is never introduced as a product of them. That difference is foundational.
However impressive a created thing becomes, it cannot become the source of its own existence. The world
points beyond itself to the One on whom it depends, and our place within it is also received.

The account then describes an earth that is formless and empty, darkness over the watery depths, and the
Spirit of God hovering over the waters. As the narrative proceeds, form and fullness emerge through God’s
effective action. We need not invent a lost civilisation or a conflict with a rival deity to make the opening
interesting. The interest lies in what the text shows us: the world takes shape under the word of the Creator
whose authority has no competitor.

When God speaks, light comes to be. Think about the contrast with our own speech. We can ask someone to
switch on a light, describe a sunrise or promise to repair a lamp, but our words do not create the order
within which those actions are possible. God’s effective command gives us reason for wonder. It does not
offer a technique through which our confident declarations acquire the same creative power.

God sees that the light is good, separates it from darkness and names day and night. The first verdict
already teaches us how to judge what follows. Goodness is declared by the Maker, rather than supplied by
our usefulness test. A learner can therefore appreciate something without needing to own it, profit from it
or turn it into a symbol of personal success. We are beginning to learn a creature’s grateful way of seeing.

2. God gives order, life and goodness — Genesis 1:6—31

Follow the account as waters are separated, dry land appears, vegetation grows, lights serve their appointed
purposes, and living creatures fill their domains. The sequence has variety, but its repeated pattern keeps
bringing us back to the same actor. God speaks, brings about what He intends and judges His work. A
teacher’s summary should preserve that movement rather than become a hurried inventory of objects.

The lights give a particularly useful example of creaturely purpose. Genesis describes them by their work in
marking times and giving light. In the wider ancient world, the sun could be treated as a deity: an Old
Babylonian seal in the Metropolitan Museum depicts a worshipper before Shamash, identified as a sun god.
That object does not date Genesis or prove that the writer was responding to this particular seal. It simply
makes the contrast concrete. Genesis places the great lights within the Maker’s provision; they do not
occupy His place.
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This helps us ask a worthwhile question. The sun is vital for ordinary human life, so why should we not
worship it? Its importance to us does not make it our Creator. A gift can be necessary, beautiful and
powerful while remaining a gift. The same distinction helps us examine how possessions or achievement
can become ultimate sources of security, although we should explain that application as a consequence of
the Creator’s claim rather than pretend Genesis names every modern example.

Living things receive fruitfulness and places within the world. The repeated kinds and blessings direct our
attention to purposeful creation. We teach God’s creation of humanity and the historical account without
explaining human origins through evolution. Yet the passage’s main work today is to establish the Maker’s
authority and goodness, rather than supply a hurried answer to every scientific question a learner might
raise. Careful observation and honest distinctions between observation and interpretation belong with
reverence.

Human beings then receive a distinctive calling as male and female made in God’s image. Their rule is given
to them; they are never the world’s absolute owners. This places responsibility inside dependence. We can
cultivate, study, make and use things because the Creator has given us work to do, while His judgement of
the world’s goodness forbids treating it with contempt. The next lesson will explore shared human dignity
more closely.

The provision of food in verses 29—30 brings the point close to ordinary life. People and other creatures
receive sustenance within God’s generous world. Then the final verdict embraces everything He has made:
it is very good. The account gives no basis for despising bodily life as an unfortunate prison. The good world
is the setting for human life before sin damages it, and that beginning matters for the Bible’s later promise
of redemption.

Someone may immediately think of illness or disaster. Receive the question seriously rather than defending
the word good by denying present pain. Genesis 3 will explain the human rebellion, and Romans 8
describes a creation that now groans while awaiting renewal. Those later passages help us distinguish the
original verdict from the present world’s suffering. They do not authorise us to identify a sufferer’s
particular sin as the explanation for their trouble.

3. His completed work calls for grateful worship — Genesis 2:1—3

The account reaches completion. God rests from His creative work, blesses the seventh day and sets it apart.
We often rest because our strength has run out; the passage describes the cessation of work that has been
completed. Isaiah 40 will later tell us explicitly that the Creator never becomes weary. Read together, the
passages preserve the goodness of completion without imagining divine exhaustion.

Later Scripture develops Sabbath and rest, including Exodus 20 and Hebrews 4. Those connections deserve
careful study, but a debate about every Sunday activity would obscure this lesson’s argument. Here we need
to hear that God completes the work He intends and marks its completion with blessing. Creation is not an
abandoned attempt whose value we must invent afterward.

We can now return to the question with which we began. Why care for the world? Its Maker gives it
existence, purpose and goodness, and entrusts us with responsibility within it. Why worship Him rather
than the world? The world receives; He gives. The reinforcement task will ask learners to attach a biblical
reason and a fitting response to examples from the account. We are helping them make a judgement
grounded in the passage, rather than merely remember what happened first.
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Receive creation gratefully under its Lord

God’s power is purposeful and His authority is good. The repeated declarations prevent us from separating
His ability to command from His wise provision for life. A learner who hears only that God is powerful may
imagine unpredictable force. A learner who hears only that the world is useful may miss the One to whom
gratitude is owed. Genesis joins effective speech, ordered action, provision and blessing. Let your
explanation preserve that combination, especially when introducing the garden’s command and boundary
before the fall in lesson 6.

God is distinct from creation and actively involved with it. He is not identical with nature, and He is not a
distant maker whose completed work makes continued care unnecessary. Genesis 1 emphasises creation;
other passages such as Psalm 104 describe His ongoing provision. Keep those emphases distinct but related.
The Creator’s independence does not mean indifference, and our dependence is not an insult. It is the
ordinary and good relationship of creatures to the One who gives them life and holds authority over it.

We receive before we achieve. Every human accomplishment uses life, abilities, materials and opportunities
that we did not bring into existence from nothing. This is a reason for humility without contempt for
worthwhile human work. Studying, designing, cultivating and repairing can honour God when they are
undertaken as responsible service within His world. Learners with fewer opportunities are not less human,
and learners with many achievements have not escaped creaturely dependence. Thanksgiving can therefore
belong to both honest achievement and acknowledged need.

Responsibility does not mean that one adolescent must solve every environmental or social problem. Give a
proportionate example: using shared materials carefully, avoiding needless damage, or noticing and
thanking God for ordinary provision. Explain the reason before proposing the action. The point is not a
badge of superiority over wasteful people; it is faithful reception of a good gift. Nor should a learner without
control over household choices feel blamed for decisions made by adults. Apply the text to responsibilities
actually within their reach.

John 1:1—3 identifies the eternal Word as God and says that all things were created through Him. The same
Word became flesh, as John 1:14 tells us. The Son who makes the Father known is therefore not a created
helper added later to a world He did not make. This connection grows from John’s explicit teaching. It also
protects the seriousness of the Gospel: the One who comes to save is the Creator’s eternal Son, entering the
human life of the world that belongs to Him.

Yet knowing that God made us does not reconcile us to Him. We have used His gifts while resisting His rule.
Creation’s goodness makes that rebellion more serious, not less. The Son truly became human, obeyed the
Father, gave His life for sinners and rose bodily from the dead. Forgiveness and new life are received
through repentance and faith in Him, rather than earned by enjoying nature or behaving responsibly.
Grateful care for creation is a fitting fruit of belonging to Him; it cannot carry the weight of saving us.

The Gospel also prevents despair about the material world. Christ’s bodily resurrection is not an escape into
the belief that bodies do not matter. Scripture looks towards resurrection and the renewal of all things
under Him. The course will consider that hope later. Here give enough to show that the Creator’s good
purpose and Christ’s saving work belong to one biblical story. Do not promise that every damaged thing will
be repaired during a learner’s present lifetime, or imply that Christian hope removes the need for patient
care now.

Creation means that God is the source of the existence of everything other than Himself. He did not merely
improve an independent world whose materials and limits He had to accept. The wider biblical witness,
including Hebrews 11:3, confirms that the visible order owes its existence to His command. Providence
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names His continuing care and government of what He has made. These truths belong together, but they
are not interchangeable words. Genesis 1 foregrounds creation; its goodness and order give a foundation for
trusting the God who continues to provide.

The Creator—creature distinction also guards worship. A created thing may be wonderful, necessary, loved
or entrusted to us, but it is never the final source of our life or the highest authority over it. Idolatry treats
something other than the true God as worthy of the trust, service or worship owed to Him. Explain that
plainly without suggesting that enjoyment is itself sinful. The question is whether a gift is received under
God’s rule or made the authority by which His rule is judged and refused.

Questions worth thinking through

If a learner asks how old the earth is, distinguish the clear claim being taught from an answer this lesson
has not established. We affirm God’s creation and do not explain humanity through evolution. Keep the
explanation on what the passage establishes about the Creator and His good world. Do not add an earth-age
claim to a caption, timeline or passing remark. It is honest to say that the present lesson traces the passage’s
account of the Creator and His good world, while a further question needs careful study rather than a
hurried answer.

If someone asks whether the world is still good when it contains suffering, preserve both the goodness of
creation and the reality of the fall’s effects. The world has not become another god’s possession or ceased to
be God’s creation. Nor is its present pain unreal. Genesis 3 and Romans 8 help the teacher place those
truths together. Avoid resolving grief with a slogan about everything being beautiful. A learner may need
patient listening before they are ready for further explanation, and no personal story is required for the
class discussion.

Let this truth shape your own response

Where do you receive God’s gifts without acknowledging Him? Does achievement make you forget
dependence, or does disappointment make you despise ordinary provision? Consider one responsibility you
can carry more gratefully this week. Ask whether your eagerness to answer difficult questions sometimes
exceeds what you have actually studied. How can you show learners that reverence and intellectual honesty
belong together? Reflect privately on these questions before turning them into instructions for someone
else.

Praise God for His powerful word, wise ordering and generous provision. Thank Him for one ordinary gift
you have overlooked. Confess the tendency to use His gifts as though they were owed to you. Ask for humble
confidence in His word, for clarity when distinguishing a textual claim from an unanswered question, and
for learners to recognise the Creator and hear the saving message of His Son.

Bring the passage into the room

This is lesson 4 in A Christian Worldview: God’s Truth for All of Life and opens Created life, sin, providence
and human judgement. Paul’s address in Athens challenged dependence on human-made gods. Genesis
now gives reasons for valuing the Maker’s world. The next lesson considers human dignity and the marriage
bond.

Choose before printing. Select one illustration and either activity A or its replacement B. Before the
class in the Lesson gives the exact teacher pages, student copies, props and any cutting for each route. The
lined notes page is optional and private. Read those directions and rehearse your chosen route; you do not
need to prepare both alternatives.
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The first illustration uses A world we did not make; the alternative is Making from something already
given. The Lesson gives the words, question, biblical connection and limits for each. Select the one that
helps this group follow the passage. An illustration serves the explanation within the teaching, rather than
creating another activity.

The reinforcement choices ask learners to explain their reasons: compose a creation commentary or explain
a fitting response. Use the main task or its replacement, leaving room for the complete memory verse, an
understanding check and prayer. Read the classroom directions and prepare only the materials for the route
you choose.

Ready to teach

Close the article and explain the controlling message through the opening, ordered goodness and completed
work. Give a biblical reason why the world deserves care but not worship. Explain how John identifies the
creating Word with the Son who became human, and why responsible care cannot save us. Answer the
question about God’s rest without suggesting exhaustion. If one connection remains unclear, return to the
relevant passage before rehearsing the classroom route.

Sources and further study

The Metropolitan Museum’s Old Babylonian cylinder seal gives limited cultural evidence for worship of
Shamash as a sun god. This comparison illuminates the distinction between a created light and its Maker; it
is not used to claim literary dependence or date the creation account.

Return to the passages in context: Genesis 1:1—2:3, John 1:1-18, Psalm 19:7. Read the main account before
using the classroom selections, and follow the supporting passage’s own argument when explaining the
connection to Christ.

Scripture quotations marked CSB have been taken from the Christian Standard Bible®, Copyright © 2017 by Holman Bible Publishers. Used by
permission. Christian Standard Bible® and CSB® are federally registered trademarks of Holman Bible Publishers.
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