TEACHER PREPARATION ARTICLE | Lesson plan: A Christian Worldview: God’s Truth for All of Life

Human dignity is God’s gift

It is easy to say that everyone has dignity, then behave as though the most capable or confident person has
more of it. Genesis takes us behind those measures. Before anyone has achieved a result, earned a living or
proved useful to another person, God creates human beings in His image. That is where our account of
human worth begins.

The passage then slows to consider relationship: the man alone, the animals named, the woman given and
the husband—wife bond established. Prepare to let those scenes develop the argument. Learners may hear
the same words through very different family experiences, so warmth and precision need to travel together.
We want them to see both the goodness of God’s design and the dignity He gives to every person in the
room.

Estimated reading time: 17 minutes

Scriptures: Genesis 1:26—31; Genesis 2:18-25

Focus statement: God gives male and female shared image-bearing dignity and establishes the marriage
bond, so we should honour every person and receive his good design.

What learners should understand: Explain shared dignity and the husband—wife bond without
devaluing unmarried or dependent people.

[I] MEMORY VERSE

27 So God created man

in his own image;

he created him in the image of God;
he created them male and female.

Genesis 1:27, CSB

Begin with the dignity God gives

Read Genesis 1:26—31, then Genesis 2:4—25 so that the selected verses remain within their setting. Notice
what God gives before any human achievement is mentioned: life, identity, blessing, provision and
responsibility. In the second account, follow the recognition that no suitable helper has been found among
the animals, the making of the woman, the man’s welcome and the narrator’s explanation of marriage. Do
not begin with a modern controversy and search for a verse to settle it. Let the account establish the truths
that should govern later questions.

Read Ephesians 2:1—10 as the supporting Gospel passage. Everyone is made in God’s image, but
reconciliation to God is received by grace through faith in Christ. These must remain distinct. The
classroom quotes verses 8—10 after explaining the saving work of Jesus. The new memory verse is the whole
of Genesis 1:27. Read it aloud in its repeated form: God creates humanity in His image, and male and
female share that created identity. Its repetition gives weight to the source of human worth.

Genesis 1 presents human beings within the good creation and gives them a distinctive calling. Genesis 2
slows the account around the man, the garden, the command and the woman. The two passages
complement one another in this teaching: the first establishes shared identity and responsibility; the second
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shows corresponding human partnership and the marriage bond. Do not make the closer account cancel the
first account’s equal image-bearing dignity. Neither the man nor the woman receives a reduced share of
humanity.

God gives male and female shared image-bearing dignity and establishes the marriage bond,
so we should honour every person and receive his good design. The shared identity of Genesis 1
gives the ground for recognising a corresponding human partner in Genesis 2. That partnership leads to the
particular bond of husband and wife. Follow those three movements together so that the account of
marriage never erases the dignity shared by people in every circumstance.

The previous lesson distinguished the Creator from everything He makes and gave reasons for grateful care.
Here we ask what His creative act means for human worth and relationship. Next we will supply the
garden’s generous provision and command before tracing the fall in Genesis 3. The order matters: bodily
life, marriage and responsibility belong to God’s good creation. Sin damages these gifts; it does not explain
why they exist.

Read shared humanity, partnership and marriage together

1. God gives shared image-bearing dignity — Genesis 1:26—28

Imagine trying to secure your worth by continually proving your usefulness. Every loss of ability would then
threaten more than a task; it would threaten your claim to matter. Genesis gives a different starting point.
God makes humanity in His image and joins that identity to a calling to represent His rule within creation.
The identity is bestowed before any performance is measured. It therefore belongs to an infant, a dependent
adult and a learner who cannot explain the lesson as surely as to an accomplished speaker.

The repetition in verse 27 lets us hear the emphasis. God creates humanity in His image, and male and
female share that identity. The account does not give one sex the full human status and then offer the other
a lesser version. As you teach, let the repeated words establish the foundation before moving to the different
relationships described in chapter 2. Otherwise an explanation of relationship can quietly undo the shared
dignity the passage has just made clear.

The shared dignity of male and female includes our embodied life. Genesis does not describe the body as an
accidental container for the real person. We can receive the given distinction gratefully while refusing to
make stereotyped interests, mannerisms or academic strengths into tests of whether someone counts as
properly male or female. That care helps us honour the text and the person together.

The plural language in verse 26 deserves care. Read within the whole Bible, creation is the work of the one
triune God, and John 1 has already taught the Son’s creative agency. Genesis 1:26 by itself is not a full
explanation of Father, Son and Spirit, nor does it mean that human beings are made in the image of several
gods. Avoid making a difficult grammatical feature carry more than the passage supplies. The clear
classroom claim is that God creates humanity in His image and gives male and female a shared commission.

The blessing and commission in verse 28 involve fruitfulness, filling the earth and rule over other creatures.
Human rule is therefore delegated, not absolute. We remain accountable to the Creator whose world we
inhabit. This strengthens the lesson about dignity: a person is never a disposable object whose value
depends only on usefulness to someone stronger. At the same time, dignity is not permission to reject every
responsibility. The Maker who gives human worth also gives a calling to live faithfully in relationship with
Him and His creatures.

The command concerning fruitfulness describes humanity’s calling in the creation account. It is not a

warrant to treat unmarried people, infertile couples or people unable to parent as failed human beings.
Scripture includes faithful unmarried lives, and Jesus Himself lived a fully human life without marrying.
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Keep the shared human vocation and each person’s particular circumstances distinct. A learner does not
need to disclose a family’s painful circumstances so that the class can decide whether that family fits an
ideal picture.

2. God provides a fitting human partner — Genesis 2:18—23

The phrase about the man being alone interrupts a chapter framed by God’s good provision. This need
appears before sin, so relationship itself is part of the Creator’s good purpose. The animals are brought and
named, yet the narrative keeps the absence of a corresponding helper before us. The scene is not a report of
God unsuccessfully testing one possible companion after another. It prepares us to recognise the distinctive
gift of another human being.

That preparation makes the man’s welcome intelligible. When the woman is given, he recognises someone
sharing his own humanity. The movement from the animals to her should not leave us thinking that she is
simply a more useful assistant. Genesis 1 has already established her image-bearing dignity. Genesis 2 now
lets us hear the recognition of a person who corresponds to him.

The English word helper can sound like an assistant of lower standing, so a learner may reasonably wonder
what it implies. Scripture itself helps us examine the assumption: Psalm 121 calls the Lord His people’s
help, without reducing His worth. In Genesis the idea of correspondence is crucial. God provides a fitting
human partner. We can therefore explain the words faithfully while rejecting the inference that help means
lesser humanity. The passage’s order never authorises contempt, coercion or abuse.

God causes the man to sleep and makes the woman from his side. The text tells the event without giving a
medical description or inviting speculation about anatomy. Avoid invented details about the man waking
during the procedure or the woman’s appearance. The man’s response recognises shared humanity: she is
bone of his bones and flesh of his flesh. He is not welcoming an accessory whose purpose is to enhance his
status. The account presents a corresponding person whom God has given, and his words express
recognition and welcome.

The movement from shared image-bearing identity to this particular partnership matters. If dignity
depended on strength or public achievement, the relationship could be interpreted as a contest for rank.
Genesis grounds worth in God’s creative act before showing how these two people belong together.
Differences in relationship or responsibility do not require a difference in human value. The classroom can
establish that distinction without trying to settle every question about household roles, church office or
adult marriage decisions in the same lesson.

The visual support uses words and relationships from the passage rather than a picture of an idealised
couple. This leaves attention on what God gives and what the text establishes. The dignity gallery later asks
learners to choose practical actions that honour people before usefulness or confidence is known. It does
not ask them to evaluate classmates or rank actual people. Fictional profiles let them practise the truth
while protecting the privacy and dignity of everyone present.

3. God establishes an embodied marriage bond — Genesis 2:24—25

Verse 24 moves from the first pair to the significance of marriage: a man leaves father and mother, bonds
with his wife, and they become one flesh. The reference to parents shows the narrator drawing an
implication for the generations that follow. This is more than the pleasure of having company. A new,
committed husband—wife bond is being described, with an embodied shared life. Jesus returns to these
creation words in Matthew 19:4—6, confirming their continuing significance when He teaches about
marriage.
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In a setting where households carried enduring relationships and responsibilities, the language of leaving
and bonding makes the new attachment significant. The verse itself gives us that relational movement; we
need not invent a wedding ceremony or claim that every ancient household followed an identical
arrangement. Leaving does not require contempt for parents, and bonding is stronger than a casual
association. The particular union of husband and wife deserves to be explained clearly, without turning this
class into counselling about every adult family decision.

The account closes with an absence of shame. That brief statement will give the next chapter’s hiding and
coverings their force. Explain it in terms of the unbroken trust and innocence of life before sin; no image of
naked bodies or discussion of personal sexual experience is needed. A quiet, unembarrassed explanation
keeps attention on the narrative’s contrast and protects learners from being made into examples.

God’s design gives a standard by which human behaviour is judged; it does not declare that every existing
household is safe or that everything done within marriage is right. A learner who has experienced harm
must not hear that respecting marriage means keeping abuse secret or returning to danger. If a concern is
disclosed, listen, avoid investigation and follow the church’s actual safeguarding arrangements. The lesson’s
public application is to honour people and receive God’s teaching humbly, not to examine anyone’s family
history.

Honour people whose worth is already given

God gives identity rather than waiting for human beings to earn it. He sees the man’s need and provides a
corresponding partner. His authority and care are joined: He has the right to define the life He gives, and
His design is good. We therefore need neither to dismiss His authority as a threat to human happiness nor
to present His care as agreement with every human desire. This is a foundation for patient teaching when a
learner finds a biblical claim difficult to accept.

God’s generosity also prevents the teacher from speaking as though human relationships are merely
problems to manage. Friendship, family care, neighbourly service and marriage can express good gifts from
Him, although they are not all the same relationship. We can give thanks for those gifts without
romanticising every situation. The classroom should hear both the goodness of the Creator and the
seriousness of treating people as He commands. Warmth does not require avoiding a clear claim; clarity
does not require becoming harsh.

Human worth is received and shared. Academic results, physical strength, money, popularity, nationality
and independence may change circumstances, but none creates or removes the image of God. Genesis 9:6
and James 3:9 speak of human beings in relation to God’s image or likeness after the fall. Sin therefore does
not make people cease to be human or become legitimate objects of contempt. Those passages also show
why wrongdoing against people is serious. Dignity is a reason to restrain harmful behaviour, not a reason to
excuse it.

Equal dignity does not make all actions equally good. Someone can possess God-given worth while behaving
cruelly and needing correction. Nor does equal worth require identical gifts, responsibilities or
relationships. A teacher should be able to explain both distinctions. Otherwise learners may hear that
respect means never challenging anyone, or that every distinction is evidence of oppression. Christian love
seeks a person’s good under God’s truth. It can say that an action is wrong while refusing to humiliate the
person who did it.

Once we have seen what God gives, our treatment of people becomes more searching. We may know the
language of dignity while turning someone into a tool, a rival or a source of approval. The problem reaches
beyond a weak self-image to sin against the Maker and the people He has made. Better manners alone
cannot remove that guilt. The same truth that gives a secure ground for human worth also makes us
recognise our need of mercy.
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The eternal Son became truly human without ceasing to be God. He honoured the Father perfectly, gave His
life in the place of sinners and rose bodily from the dead. Ephesians 2:8—10 describes salvation as God’s
gift, received through faith rather than earned through works. It then places good works in their proper role
as the life for which those made new in Christ are prepared. Grace therefore answers both guilt and the need
for changed living, without making moral improvement the price of acceptance.

Keep universal dignity and saving belonging distinct. Every person should be treated with dignity because
every person is human. Those who trust Christ receive reconciliation and new life by grace; we may not
infer that everyone is reconciled simply because everyone is made in God’s image. This distinction lets us
welcome learners generously while speaking honestly about their need for Christ. No class response or
activity result allows the teacher to decide who has saving faith. We proclaim the promise and invite
repentance and trust without pressure.

The image of God is a bestowed identity and calling, not an achievement score. Human capacities for
thought, relationship and moral action help us see the kind of creatures we are, but measuring those
capacities in an individual is not the test of whether that person bears God’s image. A person who cannot
speak, work independently or answer a classroom question remains fully human. Make this reasoning
explicit so that an apparently generous statement about intelligence does not accidentally exclude the very
people the lesson is meant to honour.

Marriage belongs to creation’s good order as the covenantal union of husband and wife. The text’s male—
female distinction and its commitment belong together; neither should be removed to make the passage
easier to fit a preferred conclusion. At the same time, marriage is not the condition for full humanity or
Christian maturity. Single people are image-bearers and may serve Christ faithfully. The church is a
community in which people in different circumstances belong through Him, rather than a place where only
one household shape receives honour.

Questions worth thinking through

Does being made in God’s image mean that God has a human body? No. Genesis describes a real relation of
representation and responsibility, not a claim that our physical shape is a portrait of God’s divine being.
John 4:24 describes God as spirit. The Son’s becoming human is a genuine event in the saving story, not
evidence that the Father always had an ordinary human body. Avoid drawing God to make image-bearing
easier to picture. Explain the relationship in words the passage supports.

Does helper mean that women matter less? No. Both male and female bear God’s image, and the woman is
the corresponding human partner. Do not repair a misunderstanding by erasing the words, and do not
defend the words by accepting the misunderstanding. Read the two passages together. If a wider question
about men’s and women’s responsibilities arises, name what this lesson has established and what requires
further careful teaching. No uncertainty about a further detail weakens the duty to reject ridicule, coercion
and abuse.

Let this truth shape your own response

Whose contribution do you value so strongly that you begin to value the person by it? Do you listen
differently to an articulate learner and a hesitant one? Consider whether your language about marriage or
family life assumes circumstances that some learners do not share. Can you state God’s design without
making someone’s painful history an object lesson? Ask where repentance should change your own
welcome, patience or use of authority before you ask learners to contribute to the dignity gallery.
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Thank God for making human beings in His image and for the people entrusted to your care. Confess
contempt, favouritism or careless speech where His word exposes them. Ask for wisdom to explain dignity
and marriage faithfully, for compassion towards learners carrying unspoken difficulties, and for the Spirit
to lead people to Christ. Pray that practical respect will grow from the truth rather than from a desire to
appear impressive or kind.

Bring the passage into the room

This is lesson 5 in A Christian Worldview: God’s Truth for All of Life, within Created life, sin, providence
and human judgement. The previous lesson gave reasons for valuing the Maker’s world. Here we consider
shared human dignity and the husband—-wife bond. Next, the garden’s generous provision and command
introduce the account of distrust and disobedience in Genesis 3.

Choose before printing. Select one illustration and either activity A or its replacement B. Before the
class in the Lesson gives the exact teacher pages, student copies, props and any cutting for each route. The
lined notes page is optional and private. Read those directions and rehearse your chosen route; you do not
need to prepare both alternatives.

The first illustration uses A place at the table; the alternative is A description with the achievements
covered. The Lesson gives the words, question, biblical connection and limits for each. Select the one that
helps this group follow the passage. An illustration serves the explanation within the teaching, rather than
creating another activity.

The reinforcement choices ask learners to explain their reasons: dignity gallery or image caption and
explanation. Use the main task or its replacement, leaving room for the complete memory verse, an
understanding check and prayer. Read the classroom directions and prepare only the materials for the route
you choose.

Ready to teach

Explain why Genesis 1:27 establishes equal dignity before achievement, how Genesis 2 presents a
corresponding partner, and what verse 24 says about marriage. Distinguish dignity from approval of every
action and from automatic salvation. Explain Ephesians 2:8-10 as grace leading to good works, then name
a practical safeguard for discussing family life. If your explanation depends on a stereotype or a learner’s
disclosure, revise it before teaching.

Sources and further study

Return to the passages in context: Genesis 1:26—31, Genesis 2:18—25, Ephesians 2:1—10. Read the main account before using the
classroom selections, and follow the supporting passage’s own argument when explaining the connection to Christ.

Scripture quotations marked CSB have been taken from the Christian Standard Bible®, Copyright © 2017 by Holman Bible Publishers. Used by
permission. Christian Standard Bible® and CSB® are federally registered trademarks of Holman Bible Publishers.
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