TEACHER PREPARATION ARTICLE | Lesson plan: Knowing the God Who Speaks

God makes Himself known

Psalm 19:1-14 - Junior primary - Lesson 1

God shows His glory through creation and teaches us through His trustworthy Word, so we should
listen to Him and ask for His cleansing help.

Estimated reading time: 15 minutes

Open your Bible at Psalm 19:1—14. The psalm begins with a sky wide enough for everyone to see, but it ends
with one person asking God to receive the words of his mouth and the thoughts of his heart. That movement
is worth following slowly. David does more than admire the world. As he listens to what God has made
known, he discovers both the goodness of the LORD and his own need of mercy.

Read the whole psalm once, then return to its three parts. In verses 1—6, notice what creation communicates
and how David describes that communication. In verses 7—11, listen for the repeated descriptions of the
LORD’s instruction and what it does for people. In verses 12—14, ask why someone who has just praised
God’s teaching now prays for cleansing. What has changed as the psalm unfolds?

Read 2 Timothy 3:14—17 alongside it. Paul explains that Scripture gives wisdom for salvation through faith
in Christ Jesus. This will help you follow the psalm’s prayer towards the gospel without pretending that the
sky tells us everything we need to know about Jesus. Take time for the Bible reading itself before working
through this article. Reflection, prayer and trying the practical activity will also need their own time.

A child can notice a bright cloud or the first stars without knowing a Bible story. Psalm 19 gives us a
generous starting point for this lesson plan: the God we want the children to know has already surrounded
them with the work of His hands. We begin with what they can see, then open the Bible to hear what they
could never discover merely by looking upwards.

The heading identifies this as a psalm of David and addresses the choir director. These words belonged to
Israel’s worship; they were not written as a modern science lesson. Their poetry helps God’s people attend
to familiar things with renewed understanding. Daylight, a wedding, a race, gold and honey all become ways
of recognising what is true about God and the worth of His instruction. We are not told the particular
occasion when David composed the song, so there is no need to invent a night in the fields or a conversation
from his childhood.

The world bears witness to its Maker — Psalm 19:1—6

David begins with the heavens declaring God’s glory. Glory here concerns the greatness and splendour of
God made evident through His work. The sky does not draw attention only to itself. It points beyond itself
to the One who made it. When children name a cloud or the sun, help them take that further step: what
does this created thing give us reason to recognise about its Maker?

The next lines seem, at first, to pull in different directions. Days pour out speech, but there are no words to
hear. David is using poetry to describe a real witness that does not come through ordinary conversation. A
new day does not speak English or another language, yet its light and the world it reveals communicate
something of God’s greatness. We can explain the picture without making the child imagine a mouth in the
sky.

Day follows day, and night follows night. The witness is neither a rare event nor the possession of a small
group. David then describes its reach across the earth. People need not own a telescope or travel to an
impressive landscape to encounter God’s creation. An ordinary patch of sky is enough to begin noticing.
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This gives the lesson a natural point of welcome for children whose opportunities and possessions differ.

The sun becomes David’s particular example. God has provided its place in the heavens; it moves with the
gladness of a bridegroom and the strength of a runner. These comparisons supply energy and joy. They do
not make the sun a person or a divine being. Israel was expressly warned against worshipping the sun,
moon and stars in Deuteronomy 4:19. Here the sun belongs among the works that honour their Maker. It is
magnificent, but it is not God.

David describes the sun’s passage as people observe it from the earth. We still speak naturally of sunrise
and sunset. The purpose of these lines is to celebrate the sun’s visible course and far-reaching heat, not to
settle an astronomical model. We can appreciate careful observation of the world while allowing this poem
to do the work it was written to do.

Yet a beautiful sky leaves important questions unanswered. It does not name our sins, tell the story of the
cross or announce that Jesus rose from the dead. Creation’s witness is true, but God has given more. The
next movement turns from the world we observe to the instruction by which the LORD addresses His
people.

The LORD’s instruction gives wisdom — Psalm 19:7—11

The repeated name LORD marks a change in the poem. David praises the instruction of the God who has
made Himself known to Israel. He does not abandon the Creator for a different God. The One whose world
displays His glory also speaks with trustworthy authority. His people need more than admiration; they need
to be taught.

Several words describe that teaching: instruction, testimony, precepts, command and ordinances. You need
not turn them into a vocabulary test. Together they show that God’s word tells the truth, directs life,
establishes what is right and warns against wrong. The line about fearing the LORD describes the reverent
response that belongs with receiving His teaching. This is a rich portrait of life under God’s word, rather
than a list of unrelated religious terms.

Notice how David joins each description to its effect. God’s instruction is perfect and renews life; His
testimony is trustworthy and makes the inexperienced wise. His precepts bring gladness, and His command
gives light. Wisdom is therefore available to someone who still has much to learn. The inexperienced person
is not told to become impressive before approaching God. Dependable instruction is exactly what that
person needs.

That matters in a room of young children, and it matters to a volunteer preparing to teach them. You do not
need to pretend that every question is easy. You need to keep returning to the trustworthy source of
instruction. The Bible corrects the teacher as well as the learner. Its goodness gives us confidence to explain
patiently, admit an uncertainty and look again at the passage.

Gold and honey make the value of God’s word tangible. Gold suggests something people prize; honey
suggests sweetness actually enjoyed. David wants more than reluctant compliance. He has found God’s
instruction desirable. For children, a simple explanation is enough: God’s words are worth listening to
because they are true and good, even when they correct something we would rather keep doing.

Verse 11 includes both warning and reward. The reward must not become a promise that Bible reading will
secure money, good marks or an easy life. David is celebrating the goodness of living under God’s
instruction. Warning itself is part of that goodness. A truthful warning may interrupt a pleasing plan
because the path ahead is harmful. Receiving it can be uncomfortable without making the warning unkind.
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By now the psalm has brought the hearer under the light of God’s word. What happens when that light
reaches our own thoughts and actions? David does not congratulate himself on knowing the correct rules.
He begins to pray. The very teaching he delights in shows him that he needs more than information.

The hearer asks for cleansing — Psalm 19:12—14

David asks who can perceive all their unintentional sins. We can be wrong without having recognised the
wrong clearly. We can also see a fault in someone else more readily than we see it in ourselves. God’s
instruction gives David reason to distrust the completeness of his own judgement and to seek cleansing
from the LORD who knows him.

Hidden faults are not a reason to make children search anxiously for some terrible secret. David is
acknowledging that God’s knowledge reaches further than ours. His prayer invites honesty and dependence:
even where I have not understood my sin fully, I need Your mercy. The lesson should make that dependence
intelligible without turning confession into a public examination of children’s private lives.

He also asks to be kept from wilful sins and from their rule. There is a difference between failing to
recognise a fault and knowingly insisting on a wrong course. Both need God’s help. David is not merely
asking to feel better about himself. He wants to be protected from rebellion and changed in the way he lives.

The final verse brings together mouth and heart. Words spoken aloud and thoughts considered privately
both matter before God. This follows naturally from the psalm’s journey: the God whose glory fills the sky is
concerned with the life of the person standing beneath it. David calls Him his rock and Redeemer. The
prayer rests on God’s strength and saving help, not on David’s ability to inspect and repair himself.

Hold the whole movement together when you teach. Creation gives reason to recognise the Maker’s glory.
His instruction teaches us and shows our need. We respond by asking Him to cleanse and guide us. A lesson
that ended with “The Bible is useful” would stop before David reaches his destination.

The saving help Scripture makes known

The closing prayer raises a question we must not leave unanswered: where can sinful people find the
cleansing they need? Psalm 19 names the LORD as Redeemer, but it does not yet tell the whole account of
Jesus’ death and resurrection. We follow the Bible’s unfolding revelation rather than trying to find a hidden
picture of Jesus in every feature of the sky.

In 2 Timothy 3:15, Paul explains that the sacred Scriptures give wisdom for salvation through faith in Christ
Jesus. The Scriptures teach us about the holy God, our sin and His saving promises; they lead us to the
Saviour in whom those promises are fulfilled. Jesus is God’s Son, who became truly human and lived
without sin. He willingly died for sinners and rose bodily from the dead. First Peter 3:18 explains that His
saving suffering brings the unrighteous to God.

Our response is therefore to turn from sin and trust Him. We do not offer Bible knowledge, a prayer or
careful colouring as payment for forgiveness. Faith receives the saving help God provides in Christ. As
people come to trust Him, listening, prayer and obedience grow as responses to His grace.

Keep that connection clear for the children. The sky points us to the Creator’s greatness; Scripture tells us
the saving message about Jesus; we need the Saviour Himself. A child who can explain the distinction has
understood something valuable, but the answer does not allow us to declare that child converted. We can
teach faithfully, invite questions and pray while leaving room for genuine faith to be expressed without
pressure.
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Christians often call God’s witness through creation general revelation, because it is broadly available, and
His more particular self-disclosure special revelation. Explain the idea before using either term. God’s
world shows His greatness; His word gives the truthful teaching and saving message we could not discover
simply by inspecting the world.

The distinction does not make creation misleading or Scripture a rival to careful observation. They have the
same truthful Author. It does mean that a sunset cannot tell us the name of Jesus or the meaning of His
cross. Nor are our private impressions an additional Bible. We receive and test our beliefs by the word God
has given.

Scripture’s sufficiency means that it supplies the truth God intends us to have for knowing His salvation and
living faithfully before Him. It is not a claim that the Bible contains every useful fact about farming,
medicine or the weather. Keep the explanation proportionate: God has given a dependable word, and we
need to hear what it actually says.

Helping children hear the poem faithfully

Does the sky really speak?

David says that it communicates while also saying that no ordinary words are heard. The poem describes a
real witness through an image. Help a child name what is seen and what it tells us about the Maker. Do not
add a voice from a cloud or suggest that children should listen for personal messages in the weather.

Does God’s perfect instruction mean every reader gets everything right?

No. The trustworthiness of Scripture does not make every explanation of it trustworthy. Readers can
misunderstand a word, ignore the setting or import an idea. That is why you read the whole passage, follow
its argument and seek help with unresolved questions. The teacher’s humility supports the Bible’s authority
rather than weakening it.

Why does someone who loves God still need cleansing?

Love for God does not mean we have stopped sinning or see every fault clearly. David’s prayer joins
confidence in the LORD with honest need. Through Christ, a repentant believer can seek forgiveness
without being told that a fresh failure has placed them beyond grace. Equally, grace is not permission to
cling to deliberate wrongdoing.

Can a child who cannot read still receive God’s word?

Yes. You will read the passage and explain it aloud. The psalm itself was addressed for use in worship,
where people could hear and learn together. Pointing to a picture, listening to a verse and explaining its
meaning are real participation. Reading ability can help, but it is not the doorway to being welcomed into
this lesson.

Bringing this to the children

Help children follow the psalm from wonder to listening and then to dependence. Their two-panel
comparison should explain a real difference: creation witnesses to its Maker; Scripture gives His
trustworthy instruction and tells the saving message of Christ. God’s mercy, rather than the quality of their
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work, answers their need.

Have ready: Print Printable Resources single-sided at actual size: pages 1, 3 and 4 for shared display, page
2 for each child and one teacher sample. Have a Parent take-home page for each child, crayons, a collection
tray and a scrap of paper for covering memory words. No cutting or glue is needed. On your sample, colour
one sky detail and draw one remembered creation detail below it; leave the Scripture panel clear. With your
helper, practise pointing from the creation picture to the printed words and your actual Bible. Agree who
will distribute the pages and how both of you will hear children compare the two sides.

Remember together: Use page 3 for the full Psalm 19:7. Explain instruction, testimony and
inexperienced; practise its four phrases, cover the final phrase for a supported recall, then read the
complete verse and reference again.

[I] SCRIPTURE

The instruction of the LORD is perfect,
renewing one’s life;

the testimony of the LORD is trustworthy,
making the inexperienced wise.

Psalm 19:7, CSB

Listen for understanding: Ask what each panel tells us and why David asks for cleansing. When an
answer confuses a made thing with its Maker, or Bible knowledge with forgiveness, return to the
corresponding verse, explain the distinction and invite the child to explain again. Listen during the activity,
not only to the final volunteers.

Reflect before teaching:

« Where have familiar things in God’s world ceased to prompt attention to their Maker?
« Do I approach Scripture willing to be corrected, or mainly looking for material to use with others?

« What difference would David’s prayer make to the way I speak about a child who finds learning
difficult?

« Can I explain why our need of cleansing leads us to Christ, without suggesting that knowing facts earns
acceptance?

Pray before teaching:

Thank the LORD for His world and His trustworthy word. Ask Him to expose and cleanse your own faults,
and to give you patient, truthful speech. Pray that the children will recognise His goodness, understand
their need and hear the saving message of Jesus clearly. Bring to Him the questions you cannot yet answer
confidently.
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Use the actual Bible as you read. The picture is a reminder, not a sacred object whose handling gives
wisdom. Do not depict God, ask children to reveal private wrongdoing or turn the final prayer into a test of
faith. You can invite them to listen and to ask questions while taking both sin and grace seriously.

Before you teach: close this article and explain the three movements. What does creation communicate?
What does God’s instruction add? Why does David ask for cleansing? Then explain how Scripture leads us
to Christ and why neither knowledge nor activity earns forgiveness. Revisit the relevant section if a
connection is still unclear.

For further reading:

Read Psalm 19, Deuteronomy 4:15—20, 2 Timothy 3:14—17 and 1 Peter 3:18 for the biblical connections
developed here.

Scripture quotations marked CSB have been taken from the Christian Standard Bible®, Copyright © 2017 by Holman Bible Publishers. Used by
permission. Christian Standard Bible® and CSB® are federally registered trademarks of Holman Bible Publishers.
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