TEACHER PREPARATION ARTICLE | Lesson plan: Knowing God through His Word

Creation’s wordless witness

Psalm 19:1-6 - Lesson 2 in Knowing God through His Word

Estimated reading time: 16 minutes

How often do we look at the sky and see little more than tomorrow’s weather? David invites us to look
again. A day brightens, a night fills with stars, and something greater than the forecast is being made
known. The heavens are God’s work. They give us reason to recognise His greatness even when we have
been too occupied to notice.

Yet this song does not end with a person looking upwards. It ends with a person asking to be cleansed.
Between the opening sky and the closing prayer, David praises the LORD’s instruction. Follow that journey
as you prepare: wonder at what God has made draws us towards the Maker, whose words search our lives.
Our lesson concentrates on Psalm 19:1-6, but the whole psalm keeps admiration from becoming an end in
itself.

The heavens show God’s greatness to the whole world every day, so we should honour
Him as our Creator and give Him thanks.

We hope that familiar skies will become an occasion for thoughtful gratitude. The children will investigate
David’s word pictures, give a textual reason for honouring the Maker and explain why enjoying creation
cannot replace hearing about Christ.

Read Psalm 19 as a whole, then return to verses 1—6. Notice the words about communication: declaring,
proclaiming, speech, knowledge, voice and message. Notice also the reach of that communication through
time and across the earth. What does creation communicate, and how can David speak of a message when
no voice is heard?

Read Romans 1:18—25, Romans 3:21—26, 1 Corinthians 15:1—8 and Romans 10:9—-18. Together they help us
explain our responsibility to the Creator, our guilt, and the saving message we need to hear about Christ.
Article reading, Bible study, reflection, prayer and rehearsal are different parts of your preparation; give
each the attention it needs.

The heavens show their Maker’s glory — verses 1—2

The heading identifies this as a psalm of David, addressed to the choir director. That small detail helps us
hear it properly: this is praise given to God’s people for worship, not simply one person’s private
appreciation of scenery. David was Israel’s king, but the song supplies no occasion for its composition. We
need not place him beside his sheep on an invented night. What we have is more useful: words through
which a whole congregation can learn to notice the Creator together.

A psalm is poetry meant to be heard thoughtfully. Its paired lines, pictures and comparisons communicate
truth. In verse 1, the second line develops the first: the heavens declare God's glory, and the expanse
proclaims His handiwork. In verses 5—-6, a bridegroom and an athlete help us picture the sun's splendid,
vigorous course. Taking poetry seriously means attending to what its comparisons communicate, without
turning every detail into a literal description.

What catches our attention first: the sky, or the One whose work it is? David’s first line leads through the
heavens to God. The heavens are the sky and vast space above us; the expanse speaks of that breadth. God’s
glory is His greatness and splendour, worthy of honour. The familiar scene is therefore doing more than

HTHeraIds to Hea rts Copyright 2026 Heralds to Hearts. All rights reserved - Page 1of 6


file:///C:/Heralds%20to%20Hearts/website/heralds-at-sunday-school/senior-primary/knowing-god-through-his-word/index.html
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+19&version=CSB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans1&version=CSB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+3&version=CSB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Corinthians+15%3A1-8&version=CSB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+10&version=CSB

looking beautiful. It directs us to someone worthy of our worship, without claiming to show everything
there is to know about Him.

The phrase about the work of His hands identifies God as the Maker. It is a familiar way of speaking about
someone's own workmanship, rather than a description of God's body. A crafted object can give us grounds
to recognise its maker's skill. David directs us to the heavens as God's handiwork, on a scale beyond
anything a human being can make. We should recognise His greatness rather than give the work the honour
that belongs to Him.

Then listen to the rhythm of verse 2. Day follows day; night follows night. The witness continues while
human attention wanders. The language of pouring out speech conveys abundance, as though there were
always more to tell. We often wait for something unusual before feeling grateful. David gives us a reason to
reconsider the ordinary: the return of daylight has not become less God’s work because we expected it.

Does God become glorious when someone finally notices a sunset? The psalm places the greatness in Him
and the witness in His work. Our recognition does not create His worth. That is a quiet release for a teacher
tempted to manufacture wonder: we can draw attention to what is true and trust God with the response. An
excited class is not the source or measure of His glory.

We have now established the subject of creation's witness and its continuing character. David's language
raises a question: are we meant to hear the sky speaking words? The next verses explain the kind of
communication he means.

A wordless witness across the earth — verses 3—4

But has David contradicted himself? He has just described speech pouring out, and verse 3 says there are no
words and no heard voice. Holding those lines together is how we learn to hear his poetry. He gives the
heavens the role of a witness, then makes clear that their witness works without a human voice. They
display God’s handiwork by being what He made them. We understand something true about a maker
through the work, even when the work forms no sentences.

You can help a child understand this with an ordinary distinction. A carefully made object can show skill
without speaking. Its maker could also explain it in words. Those are different ways of making something
known. The comparison helps with wordless communication; it does not prove everything about God,
explain how He creates, or allow us to read a private message into every object we see.

Verse 4a widens the view to the whole earth and the ends of the world. This witness is not confined to Israel
or to people who speak one language. God is the Creator of people in every place. The psalm is praising the
worldwide reach of His testimony, rather than suggesting that every person has the same view from a
window or the same ability to see it.

Revelation means God making Himself known. We do not climb out of creation to discover Him by our
own power. He takes the initiative. Christians often call His witness through creation general revelation,
because it extends to people generally. Psalm 19:1—6 and Romans 1:19—20 give its biblical basis. It reveals
something real about God's greatness, eternal power and divine nature.

At this point, avoid adding what the heavens do not declare. The stars do not spell out the name of Jesus or
tell the account of His cross and resurrection. Creation's witness is true and significant, but its subject must
be learned from Scripture rather than supplied by our imagination. David now turns to the sun to give
substance to his claim about the heavens.
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The sun points us to its Maker — verses 4—6

Now David gives this worldwide testimony a familiar face: the sun. Who puts it in its place? In the second
half of verse 4, God pitches its tent in the heavens. The picture is generous and homely, but the relationship
is decisive. The sun has splendour and strength; its place is nevertheless supplied by its Maker. We are
being led to worship the God who made it, not to give the sun the honour of a god.

The sun is compared first to a bridegroom coming from his home. A bridegroom is the man getting married,
and the picture suggests gladness and splendour as he comes out. The next comparison is an athlete
rejoicing to run a course. Together the pictures present vigorous, joyful movement. They do not mean that
the sun is a person who marries, has feelings, or makes its own decisions.

Verse 6 describes its course from one end of the heavens to the other and the reach of its heat. David uses
the ordinary language of the sun as we observe it from earth. His purpose is to make us attend to God's
handiwork, not to supply a technical account of the movements of heavenly bodies. We can faithfully
describe a sunrise without making the description a theory of astronomy.

The final statement about heat brings the witness close to ordinary experience. The sun is not merely a
distant ornament. Its influence reaches the world beneath it. The language is expansive poetry; it does not
deny the existence of shade or promise identical weather everywhere. David is pressing home the far-
reaching character of the sun's course and heat.

The Creator provides the rescue we need

We are recipients of a witness we did not arrange. We can pay attention, learn and respond, but we do not
decide whether the Creator deserves honour. Romans 1:19—20 says that God has made His eternal power
and divine nature evident through what He has made. Human accountability rests on God's real self-
disclosure.

Paul then identifies a moral problem: people fail to glorify God or give Him thanks, and exchange His truth
for a lie. This is more serious than lacking information about the sky. We can receive good things while
refusing the Giver His rightful place. The passage searches teachers and churchgoers as well as those
outside a church.

The heavens give us reason to honour their Maker, but what hope is there for people who have withheld that
honour? Looking more often at the sky cannot remove guilt. Psalm 19 itself ends with a worshipper asking
for cleansing and addressing the LORD as his Redeemer. The God whose glory is displayed above us is also
the God before whom our lives must be put right.

Romans develops that need and answer. After exposing humanity's refusal to honour the Creator, Paul
concludes that all have sinned and fall short of God's glory (Romans 3:23). We cannot recover a right
standing with God by adding enough grateful words to a guilty life. Paul announces God's gracious
provision through Jesus Christ, received by faith. God deals justly with sin and freely welcomes those who
trust His Son.

Jesus is God's eternal Son, fully God, who became truly human. He entered the world He came to save. His
death was not simply an example of courage: He gave Himself for our sins. First Corinthians 15:3—4 joins
that death to His burial and resurrection. The One who truly died was raised on the third day; the following
verses speak of those who saw Him alive. Our hope rests in His saving work, not in the strength of a feeling
we have when looking at creation.

To trust Christ is to rely on Him for the forgiveness and life we cannot earn. Repentance means turning
from sin towards God, including the refusal to give Him His rightful honour. Gratitude then grows as the
response of someone receiving grace. It is not a payment that purchases acceptance. A believer who has
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been ungrateful can confess that sin and return to the Saviour rather than imagine that one failure has
placed forgiveness beyond reach.

This is why we must tell the children the gospel. Romans 10:14—17 connects faith with hearing the message
about Christ. A beautiful sky cannot explain the saving events for us. Creation gives real testimony to the
Creator; Scripture brings us the news of His saving Son. We honour God by receiving what He has revealed
in both, while keeping their distinct content clear.

Special revelation names God's particular acts and words by which He makes Himself and His saving
purposes known. Scripture records and explains those acts and words, directing us to Christ. Psalm 19's
second part praises the LORD's instruction; Romans 10 points to the message about Jesus. General
revelation and special revelation come from the same truthful God. One does not compete with the other,
and neither gives us permission to invent what God has not said.

Questions that may come up

How can the heavens speak without words? David gives creation the role of a witness, then clarifies
that no audible speech is involved. Some translations express verse 3 differently, emphasising that no
language lies beyond its reach. This lesson follows the CSB wording and reads verses 2—4 together: real,
wordless communication with worldwide reach. Neither reading requires stars to speak human sentences.

Why does verse 4 have a note about a “line”? The CSB's note records a difference between the
Hebrew wording and ancient versions behind its rendering “message”. We need not settle that textual
question to teach the shared force of the verse: the heavens' witness extends across the earth. Do not build a
theory about hidden codes in the stars on the alternative word.

Is the sun a picture of Jesus here? The psalm presents it as God's handiwork. Its comparisons with a
bridegroom and athlete explain its course; they do not identify it as the Messiah. Our connection to Jesus
comes through the whole psalm's need for cleansing and the New Testament's account of salvation. We
need no invented meaning for the tent, heat or running.

Does Romans 10:18 mean that everyone hears the gospel in nature? Paul uses Psalm 19:4's
language of far-reaching witness while discussing the hearing and rejection of the message. Christians
discuss the precise force of his use, but the immediate context explicitly speaks of proclaiming Christ. Verse
18 cannot fairly be used to cancel the need for gospel messengers stated in verses 14—17.

What about someone who cannot see the sky? The truth does not depend on one sense or a
particular experience. Describe the passage and its examples clearly; the sun's warmth is also part of
David's picture. Do not make a child's ability to see, hear or describe a view a measure of access to God or of
personal faith.

Does creation's glory mean that the world never hurts us? No. The psalm is not promising
freedom from painful heat, storms or suffering. The Bible's account includes human sin and a creation
awaiting renewal (Romans 8:18-25). We may praise God while grieving real harm. Do not explain
someone's particular suffering by guessing God's hidden purpose.

Receive this witness before you teach

« What familiar part of God's world have you received with little thought of its Maker? What would
thoughtful gratitude look like?

« Where do you let a gift occupy the place that belongs to God?
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« Can you explain creation's witness without exaggerating what it reveals or weakening what it truly
shows?

« When you teach gratitude, does your explanation lead through grace in Christ, or leave children trying
to earn God's welcome?

« How will you receive an honest question without becoming defensive or claiming more than Scripture
gives you?

Praise God for His greatness and for making it known through His works. Thank Him for the ordinary gifts
that have become easy to overlook. Confess ingratitude and misplaced worship.

Thank Him for His Son's saving death and resurrection. Ask the Holy Spirit to give you understanding,
humility and words the children can follow. Pray that they would recognise the Creator's glory, hear the
gospel clearly and respond with faith and gratitude.

Carry the truth into the classroom

Memory verse — Psalm 19:1

SCRIPTURE

The heavens declare the glory of God,
and the expanse proclaims the work of his hands.

Psalm 19:1, CSB

Learn the whole verse and reference, explaining declare and proclaims as making something known, and
glory as God’s greatness and splendour.

Your preparation checklist

« Check your understanding. Close the article and explain the focus, the three movements and how
they belong together. Explain wordless witness and the difference between creation’s testimony and the
gospel, with biblical reasons. Trace our need for forgiveness to Christ’s death and resurrection. Revisit
any connection or caution you cannot explain plainly.

« Rehearse the Lesson. Plan 40 minutes: welcome 2; interactive teaching 18; memory 3; activity 15;
prayer and tidy 2. Choose the basket illustration or the folded-paper demonstration within the opening’s
existing time. Have one ordinary sheet of paper for the latter. Bible study, reflection, prayer, rehearsal
and materials preparation are additional to reading this article.

« Prepare the three-page print pack. Print single-sided A4 at actual size. Display pages 1 and 3; give
each child page 2, coloured pencils or crayons and an ordinary pencil. Keep an open Bible for each pair,
or help pairs consult yours. No cutting is needed.

« Try the task. In Notice creation’s wordless witness, learners select and colour day and night details,
then explain their biblical meaning and the limit of creation’s testimony. Allow 2 minutes to
model/distribute, 8 to work and prepare, 3 for partner tours and 2 for the final application. The
explanation matters more than completing every area.
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« Teach with care. Keep the activity indoors; no sun-gazing, night outing or hot objects are needed.
Children may point, speak or dictate. Artistic skill and fluency do not establish understanding or faith.
Explain human sin without mocking honest questions or guessing someone’s heart. Invite gratitude and
faith without compulsory confession, a raised hand or spoken prayer; follow the church’s supervised
arrangements for further conversation.

This is Lesson 2 in Knowing God through His Word. After considering why Scripture leads us to faith in
Christ, we ask what God’s world shows us about Him. The next lesson follows Psalm 19:7—14 into God’s
instruction and David’s prayer. The brief opening supplies the setting for children joining this week.

At the next meeting, invite one explanation of how the sky witnesses without words. Then ask what we need
to hear about forgiveness. Use a missing connection to prepare the transition into God’s instruction. No
outdoor observation, sun-gazing or Home assignment is required.

Sources for further study: The linked passages above supply the main argument. Read John 1:1—18 for
the eternal Son becoming human and making the Father known, and Romans 8:18—25 for creation's
present suffering and future hope. Their relevant teaching has been explained here; these links allow you to
study the context further.

Scripture quotations marked CSB have been taken from the Christian Standard Bible®, Copyright © 2017 by Holman Bible Publishers. Used by
permission. Christian Standard Bible® and CSB® are federally registered trademarks of Holman Bible Publishers.
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